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SUBJECT: SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE GIVEN 30-DAY LEAVE 

1. PRESIDENT BALAGUER HAS GRANTED THIRTY DAYS LEAVE TO 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF AGRICULTURE CARLOS AQUINO GONZALEZ. 
"HEALTH" WAS GIVEN AS OFFICIAL REASON. MANUEL VINAS CACERES, 
FORMER DIRECTOR OF AGRARIAN INSTITUTE (IAD), WAS NAMED TO 
FILL AQUINO S POSITION IN THE INTERIM. 

2. AQUINO HAD SUBMITTED HIS RESIGNATION TO PRESIDENT JULY 24. 
(ASSISTANT SECRETARY DOMINGO MARTE ALSO RESIGNED AT THAT TIME.) 
TRUE REASON FOR RESIGNATION WAS AQUINO'S BELIEF THAT HE HAD 
LOST PRESIDENT'S SUPPORT. (LISTIN DIARIO SUGGESTED EDITORIALLY. 

AS AN ALTERNATE EXPLANATION. THAT HE HAD BECOME A VICTIM 
OF "PALACE INTRIGUES.'') IT IS KNOWN THAT HE FELT FRUSTRATED IN HIS 
EFFORTS TO CONVINCE BALAGUER OF SERIOUSNESS OF EFFECTS OF 
DROUGHT ON AGRICULTRUAL PRODUCTION AND OF NEED FOR MORE 
DRASTIC GOVT ACTION TO HELP AFFECTED AREAS AND PEOPLE. IMMEDIATE 
PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS WHICH APPEARED TO TRIGGER RESIGNATION WERE 
PRESIDENT'S SHIFT OF HIGH LEVEL PERSONNEL OF SECRETARIAT OF 
AGRICULTURE, INCLUDING MARTE, AND TRANSFER OF 72 TRACTORS FROM 
SEA TO IAD, ALL WITHOUT CONSULTING SECRETARY AQUINO. 

3. PRESIDENT'S ACTION PRE-EMPTED NOT ONLY AQUINO S RESIGNA- 
TION BUT THOSE OF SEVERAL OF AQUINO'S CLOSE ADVISORS AND 
ASSISTANTS. IT ALSO PRE-EMPTED OR TEMPORARILY DELAYED 
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A CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT'S AGRICULTURAL POLICY AND HIS 
EVALUATION OF DROUGHT CONSEQUENCES AND RELIEF MEASURES. 

PRESS AND RADIO HAVE PRAISED AQUINO FOR HIS DEDICATION TO 
AGRICULTURE, AND SEVERAL COMMENTATORS AND EDITORIALISTS HAVE 
IMPLIED CRITICISM OF THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS FAILURE TO LISTEN 
TO THE SECRETARY. 

HURWITCH 
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